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Clad Infidels" as they are called by the surrounding
Muhammadans, are the Safis and Chagnans, whose domain
reaches down to the Kabul river. Masson describes
them as a straightforward manly race.

In Afghanistan proper the political divisions are often
far less distinctly defined than in its outlying Turkestan
possessions. Some regions in the Hindu-Kush, such as
Kafiristan and Swat, as well as nearly the whole of the
northern highlands between Barnian and Herat, besides
many tracts in the Suliman Mountains, had never acknow-
ledged the Amir's authority, and had retained their inde-
pendence until the recent partition. Elsewhere, as in the
districts of Herat and Kandahar, and even in Kabulistan
itself, the tribal organisation still largely prevails, so that
the limits of the provinces are scarcely anywhere care-
fully laid down, and it becomes impossible to speak of
provincial administration in the ordinary sense of the term.
Hence, instead of taking the various provinces separately,
it will be more convenient to deal with them in connec-
tion with the chief towns round which they are grouped.

In Baluchistan, although more order has recently
been introduced, a similar state of things still largely
prevails. The Khan of Kelat, who may be said to have
frankly accepted the suzerainty of the Kaisar-i-Hind
(Emperor of India), is nominal ruler of the whole land.
But his authority has often been confined to the Kelat
district itself, and is still challenged by many of the
tribal chiefs, especially towards the Persian frontier. The
natural divisions of the country, the eastern and southern
highlands merging inland with the desert, are grouped in
seven recognised provinces: Sarawan and Katch-Gandava,
including the Mari and Bugti country on the north-east;
Kelat, between these two; Jhalawan on the east; Lus
on the soutfe-eaSt; Hakran, comprising the southern coast
region; Kohistan, or the " highlands " of the west